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To his much Efteemed Friead 


Mr. Thomas Lamsar. 


HAT this Sermon was firſt Compoſed , then 
Preached, and now Publiſhed, I muſt plainly tell 

you without « Compliment, is not ſo mach to 

be attributed to Tour Requeſt, as to that great 

Reſpeit and Kindneſs I have for Town. In which, that 
i might not leave the Text I had pitched upon, and 
the Bible too, or ſpend upon the Subjetf « meer Flou- 
riſb of Words and pure Invention: I have confined my 
Thoughts aud Meditations to the Word of God, or ra- 
ther fetched them from it ;, becauſe it is that only Rule 
which ſbould regulate our Opinions and Praftices in 
the weighty concerns of our Life and Salvation, and which 
ought to grve an Authority, Life, and Pungency to all 
Pulpit-Diſcourſes. A Rule this ts which God has given 
us, and which every Chriſtian eſpecially muſt conſider 
and ftudy with Fear and Veneration. ] know there are, 
and bave beem ſome Men in the World, ( witneſs the 
Theologo-Political , Leviathan, Theory , Crirical 
Hiſtory, Annotation 4»d Hiſtory-of-Religion-Wr:- 
A 2 ters) 
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ters) who by the Power of Criticiſms and Upſtart Noe 
tions of Philoſophy , either of their own, and ſome 
other mens Invention, i. &. in my Judgment, by the In 
fatuation of the Devil, and the Pride of their Hearts, 
all conſpire to ruin and undermine it, Many Books of 
this kind have appeared in the World, which if the Ge- 
nins of the Age had not diſpoſed men to receive, and 
even to gape for , had been comdemned to flames, of 
which they are worthy ; and their Authors cenſured , as 
becomes the Civil and Ecileſiaſtical Laws of the place 
they live in. Curioſity knows no Bound , either of 
Modeſty or Satisfattion; and therefore, tho it has been 
my misfortune to look into ſuch Books ( of which I de- 
fire Tou to beware, and not to follow the Wondering and 
Silly World, if Ten thouſand ſuch ſhould again appear 
in it) and in ſome meaſure to confider the Subjet?-Mat= 
ter and Tendecy of them ; yet I thank God they have no 
more influence upon my . Mind to deſtroy my Faith , or 
leſſen my Veneration for the Holy Bible, than Debauchs 
ed Morals , or Ingenious Diſcourſes upon the Praiſes 
of Vice, ſhall by the Grace of God move me to approve 
them in my Judgment , or in my prattice to follow 
them. I look upon an Unſanttified, Proud, and Aſpi- 
ring Head, to be as dangerous, as an Ungoaly Heart ; 
nay , far more ; becauſe the iſſues of this run in open 
Contradittios to the general Reaſon of Mankind : 
Whereas a Learned Rabbi, or one who pretends to be 
fo, # beyond the Sphere of Ordinary. Intellefuals ; 
which is the {ot Reaſon why he is admired ſo much , 
even then, when he preys upon the Ignorance of Men , 
and ſpreads looſe Principles , Irreligion and Atheiſm in 
the World. Now ſome 7h Men as theſe have been trying 
their Skill on the Subjett of my Sermon, and have en- 

deavonred 
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deavoured from the Armonry of their Learning, ſome 


. #ndaulged Prattices of former Ages, and unvary Ex- 


preſſions of Ancient and Modern Authors, to overthrow 
the Laws of God and Man for no other end at all, 
than to let the Reins looſe to Laſciviouſneſs, and in a 
manner to Brutalize the World, I have in the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe , as 1 ſaid before , confined my 
Thoughts to the Word of Goa, and next to that, the 
Laws of Men ; which are nothing leſs than the Mx- 
ture Deliberations, Deciſions, and Reſponſes of the Wif* 
eſt and moſt Authoritative Perſons of former Apes. 
For by th:ſe are we to frame our Notions and Opi- 
pions, and to ſolve all Doubts' concerning Marriage , 
which is a Subjeft, perhaps, that affords as many Ne- 
ceſſary, Uſcful , and Nice Enquiries, as any falls un- 
ter Humane Cognizance, The only end I aim:d at, 
was to (hew the Inſtitution» and Deſizn of it, that You 
mey know what State and Condition of Life Tou are 
mow entered upon, and therefore I offer it to Tour ſe- 
rtous peruſal. For I am perſvaaed, if we would but 
conſider what God expetts of us in every Stage and 
Station of our Life, we would ſoon live as becomes 
Reaſonable Men and Chriſtians, Be pleaſed then to ac- 
cept this as a Teſtimony of my Kynaneſs; and God 
in Heaven bleſs Tou and the Excellent and Virtnous 
Lady , which is now your Wife , with his Spiritual 
and Temporal Bleſſings, and give you Grace to ao 
his Will;, that ſo you may fulfil the Deſires of Tour 
moſt Loving and Tender Parents, and the good Wiſhes 


: of all your Friends; that you may attain thoſe ends 


for which God has given you Excellent Endowments 
of Mind, Body, and Fortune , and anſwer the Expe- 


Gation of your Country ; that you may follow the Ex- 
ample 
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ample of your Great Grandfather , of whoſe Learnin 

and Charity , the Books he writ, and the Colledge he 
Eretted at Greenwich , are laſting Monuments ; And 
laſtly, that you may not fruſtrate the earneſt Pray- 
ers for your Temporal Proſperity and Eternal Happi- 


weſs , of 


SIR, 


From Bread-Strese, Your Quondam-Tutor and ever 
London, Febr. 2. AﬀeCtionate and Unfeigned Friend, 


Joseren FisHex. 


THE 


THE 


Honour of Marriage, &c. 


HE B. XIll. 4. 


Marriage is honourable in all, and the 
bed undefiled ; but whoremongers and 
adulterers God will judge. 


N this Prophane and Profligate 
Age, wherein Men generally, 
either from the Pride and Fol- 
ly of their Wit and Learning, 
or from the Open and Impu- 
& dent Debaxchery of their Lives, 
ax clamour againſt the Ho/y Inf 
_ tutions of God, as things either 
above, or below, or contrary 
to their Reſon , or -rather as Appointments to curb 
that Licentiouſneſs they give themſelves up unto ; I 
hope it will not be amits, _ for Perſons of 
my Function, to endeavour all they can, as becomes _ 
them to pur a ſtop to ſuch ſpreading Impiety as - 
| now 
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now abounds every where, but more notoriouſly in 
the moſt populous Places. And for this end, I think 
there can hardly be taken a more effetual Courſe, 
than to demonſtrate to mens Reaſon, That Revealed 
Religion, as to the Moral and Preceptive part of 
it, injoyns no Duty but what is in the very na- 
ture of the thing agreeable to the unprejudiced Voice, 
and promotive of the Common- Good of Mankind. 
Wickedneſs may cloud mens Underſtanding , and 
ſomewhat Srifle the Natural DiQtates of Reaſon, but 
it can never who!ly exſtinguiſh them ; and there- 
fore Divines may have this comfortable proſpeCt for 
all their pains which they ſhall take in this mat- 
ter, that they may force the moſt Looſe and Un- 
reaſonable to an inward Self-accuſation, although 
their Arguments and Dealings with them may 
- prove Efficacious enough intirely to reform 
them. 

It is our oy to labour in the Ways and Traths 
of God, and to leave the ſucceſs of our Induſtry to 
his All powerful Bleſſing, For as there are Seaſons 
wherein he wakes his word to proſper in the thing 
for which he ſent it ; So are there times of Judi- 
cial Blindneſs, in which, what Prophets or Preach- 
ers ſfoever God raiſes up amongſt them , mens — 
gy hearts are hardened, and i» ſeeing they ſee not ; and 
- *13-'+* in hearing, hear not ; neither will they underſtand. 
Rom. 11.8. Thus we know it was twice, if not oftner with 

that Nation which God made choice of to be his 
Peculiar People and Church; and if ever the like 
Judgment ſeize and harden any other Nation, we 
have the greateſt reaſon to think it is then , when 
the Word of God has no effe upon it. For then 

Men 
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Men ſeem to be curſed with an hardened Heart , 
with an obſtinate and rebellious Temper, and to 
be given up to a Spirit of Deluſion, which will 
infatuate and confound them more and more, till 
they are ripe for Vengeance, God in his Mercy 
avert this ſad Judgment from us of Eng/14ad, which 
has been heretofore peculiarly remarkable for a Reli- 
gious Diſpoſition. And therefore why ſhould that 
Complaint be as juſt againſt us, as it was onc? againſt 


Iſrael? How is the fathful city become an Harlot ! it Jer. x. u1, 


was full of judgement , righteouſneſs lodged in it, but 
now murderers, 

I am very ſenſible ſuch a Preface as this, is too 
large for that Diſcourſe, which the Nature and 
Deſign of the Words I have read, lead me to. 
Be it ſo; yet I am fully convinced, ic is not whol- 
ly impertinent. For is it not that ſame Prophane- 
neſs from which men deride, much more refuſe to 
praQtice the Sacred Laws of God, and the Avefnl 
Eftabliſhments of his Will, that prompts them now 
to revile that Sacred and Neceſſary Inſtitution 
and State of Life I am to ſpeak of ; which one 
would think n.eded not any thing like a poſitive 
Law from Heaven at firſt to ratify it? If we can 
ſee any thing in tle World without a borrowed 
Light, we may fee the neceſſity of this. And 
when the Laws of God, and the Verdi&t of Rea- 
{5a meet together in the ſame thing , what grea- 
ter evidence can we have cither of the Sacred. 


neſs or Obligation of it ? There is no curiag by: 


mcer Natural Means that Blindeſs and Boldneſ; 
which dare riſe up againſt ſuch an [aſtitution ; 
and therefore when the Will and Sanftion of God 
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a'e made manifeſt to the Conſciences of Ven; if 
wicked Wretches will ſtill open their Mouths againſt 
them, it is becauſe they are judicially blinded and 
given up to vile affetF:ons, to filthy and fliſhly Iuſts, 
and wnto laſciviouſmſs, to work all uncleann:ſs with pree- 
aineſs. 

-,o ſais thus much before hand , becauſe I 
am ſenſible that Marriage has been decried and 
reviled of late by thoſe, who abſtain from it, nor 
for their Virtues or Religion fake, that they may 
with the more freedom of mind cre for the things 
of the Lord ; but rather that they may feed thoſe 
Vices, and take their Paſtime in thoſe abominable 
Sins ; for the prevention of which, it was in a 
great meaſure appointed and permitted to all Men, 
and Chriſtians ; ſome of whom perhaps might 
otherwiſe with more Eafe and Undiſturbedneſs in 
their FunQtions have lived without it. He muſt 
be a Man of ftrange Reſervednefſs and Solitary 
Life, who knows not [this to be a common Sub. 
jc& to break Jeſts upon, and then to give Enter- 
tainment for Mirth and Laughter, when the Un- 
faithfulneſs of either Married Party, or the Vio- 
lation of thoſe Religious and Solema Vows which 
chey made ro each other, is either ?r»/y or falfty 
talk'd of. Bur believe me, it is a very dangerous 
thing to jeſt upon the Iniquities of Men. This 
is to meddle with edged Fools, ro mate a mock 
of ſm, and to be pleaſed with that which ſhould 
make us all both Fear and Tremble. Let there- 
fore men ſay what they liſt ( for that wicked 
Men will do 1a ſpite of every thing that is Sacred ) 
it is the Duty of all Conſcicatious Perſons to rogers 
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the Word of God, and to fram? Notions of things, 
and to have a Veneration for them according to that 
Sacredneſs they derive from his Will and Appoint- 
ment, Now atter this manner l intend at preſent 
to conſider Marriage, from theſe Words of the Di- 
vine Author, 


Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed nnicf- 
led, &c. 


And for this end, I delign to premiſe a brief 
Explication of chem. Marriage is honourable. The _ wo 5 
Words may be rendred either by way of com- 1G © 
mand, Let Marriaze be honourable, and ſo thoſe that © ©* 
follow, Let the bed be undefiled ; or of Aſſertion, 
as we do; bit whether Form of Speech be raken, 
the ſenſe is ſtill the ſame as to the genuine Sig- 
mfication of the Words themſelves. And by the 
term Honourable, we may not only underſtand that 

? Marriage is lawful in Oppoſition to 
ſome * Madmen on - xy I can call o, Sp Sarurninns, 
them) the F Hzreſiologifts, * Hiſtorians, ©... 
and other F Vn the Primitive dey i bs 
Church R—_ and confute ; but = SITS mn WE 
that it is hi Expedient , Neceflar 4g $4 
and Commendable na ſelf. Or rat ——_ = ld. 6, Vide 
Marriage is that State of Life , which Tin. + > & ibi Com- 
is and ought to be much approved and 
reverenc ty —_ Nations ; - 

* pains Re and Privitedges amon * Fam. in loc. lit. «. 

pi Nature , Religion , and the Pro. 

peeation of Mankind require it; and therefore 
for the good it produceth , for the Original Infti- 

B e 
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tution and Deſign of it, it ſhould be looked upcn 
with Eſteem and Honour. This Author adds, in 
All, Marriage is honourable in all , that is, in all 
Men; it is not unlawful for any, naturally conſi- 
dered. No man, much lels any Society of Men, 
are by the natural or poſitive Law of God de- 
barred from it. So that it is 1n it ſelf as honour. 
able. in. 47 as Any; or the Words, i» all, may .ſig- 
nify, Omzinc atque perfette; Omnibus modis, Or 0mm 
ex parte, or the like, z. e. altogether as ſome * in. 
terpret them, or as in the /£rhropick Verſion pawa 
in every place, in all Nations, Religions, and Pro» 
feſſions. The Arabick Interpreter, thus renders e 
Tin, 987 55 15y, that is, as I underſtand it, in all 
States or Conditions of Men ; whether they be 
High or Low , Noble or Ignoble, Rich or Poor, 
Old or Young ; in all theſe a Married Life doth 
juſtly challenge a worthy Eſteem. Ir follows ia 
the Text, And rhe B:d undefiled, By which we 
may firſt underſtand a pure Virginal or Chaſt Life, 
wh.cti every one that is acquainted. with the Pri- 

mitive Writers knows to have been 


* x Cor, 7. 34. Chryſoft. highly *- valued and. exto:l:d by t!e 
fr 


de Virgin. c. 15, 16. Euf. 
prop. Evong. 1. 9. (Grot. in 


i- Cor. 7.34. 


Chriſtians; inreſpe& of which Ma: - 
riage 1ts felf was accounted ſomewhat 
po:luted, and much inferior in degree 
of -Purity and Chaſtny. Or Secondly, By theſe 
Words may be noted -a Bed kept free. from the deadly 
and crying Sins of Fornication, Adulterv, Un- 
cleanneſs, and all. manner of Laſciviouſnels, whe- 
ther in Married or Unmarried Perſons. If the firſt 
Senſe be taken, then the term Honourable is again 
2 be, repeated , a7 x95, as Rhetoricians ſpeak , 

R$ after 
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aker this manner; And the bed undefl d is ho- 
nourable : $5 that both the Ccnjugal and Virgt- 
ral Life are to be eſteemed. Both of them- are 
in themſclves lawful, in . their ends uſeful , and 
ſometimes with reſpe& to the ſeveral Conditions 
of Men neceſſary, And therefore Marriage is ho- 
nourable, and a Virginal ſingle Life is honourable 
when they are undert:ken upon good Accounts, 
and Prudently and Chriſtianly mannaged for the 
attainment of them. But if theſe Words - bz ta- 
ken, as I think they ought to be, in Oppoſition 
to all Uncleanneſs and Unlawful Beds, then their 
meaning is, that Marriage only makes the Co- 
habitation and Mutual Knowledge of Man and 
Woman lawful. To every one beſides the Var- 
ried, the Bed is defiled either by Fornication or 
Adultery, which are Sins of a very heinous and 


dreadful Nature ; for whoremongers and adulterers niigyy 5 
God will Judge. I take the word IT:prss 19. this pores xe 


place to ſignify Fornicators, . properly ſo called, ? 94, 
* as-a Learned Man does. And. therefore in this. * Grocius. 


lat Clauſe of the Verſe, 1s contained a dreadful 
Threatning cr Tremendous Judgment -on all the 
Unchaſte, whether Married , or. Single Perſons, 
God will ſeverely puniſh ſuch Sinners ; their Sins 
are of a polluted and damning Nature ; they pro- 
ceed from the moſt vile Troughts, unreaſonable. 
Appitites , unzov rated Paſſions, and-filthy Lifts : 
And conſequently the God of all Holineſs and. Pu- 
rity muſt needs hate and abhor them ; and purſuart-: 
to that Deteſtation and Averſion he has for them, 


will- his Judgments be.. 


Whoremorg®ts . 


'B 


The Honour of Marriage. 


Whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. 


Having thus far premiſed an Explication of my 
Text, which might naturally offer cheſe SubjeCts ro 
be treated on ; 


r. Upon what account Marrizge is honour 


able. 
2. The Excellence and Deſign of a Monaſtick and 


Single Life, and how ſerviceable it may be to the Ho- 


I; Offices of Religion. 
3. A Compariſon betwixt the Married aud Un- 


married Life , with reſpe&t to God's Service and 
Chriſtian Piety, 

4. The horrid Sinfulnefs of Whoredom and Aduk 
tery, and what dreadful Punifhments God has pro» 
vided for them. 


I ſhall in a manner wave all the Three laft, 


and pitch upon the firſt, as it is repreſented to our 


Conlideration from the firſt Words of it, Merri- 
age is honourable, And that I may ſpeak of it ſu- 
tably to this Sacred Penman's Deſign or Aﬀertion, 
T intend to ſhew wherein the Honour of Marriage 
conſifts, or for what reaſons ſuch a State of Life is 
to be accounted Honourable, and purchaſe a great 
Eſteem in the World, And for the more clear and 
effeual Proſecution of this Point, what I have to 
ay ſhall be caft into theſe four following Partt- 
*culars. 


' x. I will conſider the firſt Inſtitution -of Mar- 
'riage. 
2. The 
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2. The neceſſity of it for the Propag.Jticn of the ' 
World, and the good of Mankind. 

3. The Advantages, Comforts, and happy Con- 
ſequents of it. 

4. I wi'l conſider it as it is an Antidote apainſt the 
moſt notorious and crying Sins. 


I. I am to conſider the firſt Taſtitution of Mar:- 
riage, 2s it was ordained, and as I may fay, fo. G2 22. 
lemnized by God himſelf in the two firſt Progeni. ©? 
tors of Mankind. For Revelation affures us, That 
God did not only make them, but likewiſe that 
he made them with a deſign to joyn them roge- 
ther in a Marriage-Union. He formed the Wo- 
man out of one part of the Man; and as the 
Scripture faith , browght her unto him3 which Di- Gen. 2: 21, 
vine AQ Adam interpreted to intimate the Solemn ©* 
Bond of Matrimony , whereby they were once 
more to be made the /ame Bone, and 


the ſame Fleſh, * This I take with _ * Vid. Hiedeg, Exercit. r, 
Learned Men to be that place of Scrip- oa 5s _ TOP. 


ture, whereon the Solemnization of Mar- cap. 3. p. 34, &«. c. 2. p. 19. 
riage is firſt grounded; + and to this + Matt. 19. 3, 4,5, 6. 
we know our Lord and Saviour refer- 

red as to the Original Law of Marriage in a Caſe 
concerning Divorce that was put to him. Now 

Marriage as ſuch , containing a Solemn Obliga. 

tion of Man and Wife to each other, and confiſt- 

ſting in the cloſeſt Bond of Union that can be be- 

twixt two Individuals of the ſame Nature (* for * Lomb. ,. 


by theſe I find both che School-men and Canoniſts Ge 


44- Art. 1, 2, Greg, de Val. Tom. 4. diſp. 10. pun. 1, de Spondal. c 2+, Tra 
to 
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to define it frem 1idore) and both of them being plaia- 
ly repreſented to us in this Matrimonia] Conuntti- 
on of the firſt Man and Woman ; I ſhall offer 
| theſe things as moſt remarkable from this place of 
Geneſis; 


1. That God, by what Manifeſtation of himſelf 
I know not , was aQtually intereſted in it. And 
that firſt of all by framing the Woman out of 
the Man, which made her the more an afteCtionate 
and ſuitable Companion for him. She was but a 
Part and Portion of himſelf, beautificd and adorn- 
ed to attract his Love, to charm and win his Af- 
| Feel. 36.24, feQtions; ſo that ſhe was but himſelf in his own 
likeneſs, being originally Bone of his Bone. And 
therefore as the Apoſtle argues, as mo max ever 
Fph. 5.29. yet hated his own fleſh, but nouriſheth and cheriſheth it : 
So it was impoſſible that Man ſhould not be ena- 
. moured with a Creature that was framed on pur- 
pole fer his Society and Aſſiſtance, In which At of 
God(altho l will not ſay,that Marriage ts a Sacrament, 
yet I think it may be affirmed) there was ſome- 
thing Sacramental, implying that Mutual! Love and 
Dearxeſs , that Familiarity , Society, and Oneneſs , 
there ought to be betwixt them, All this the 
very Manner and Circumſtances of the Womans 
Creation ſeemed to prelignify, and was ſo un- 
derſtood by Adam, as appears in the Sequel of the 
Sacred Story, | 
See By. Patrick's Comment. 2. And then Secondly, Whereas it is 
Gen. 2. 22. Vid. Perer.in ſaid, That God jbrought her to the Man, 
_ 4 qpr——_ Ez © howeyer that matter of Fa& was ac- *; 
: in Gen, ' © *. compliſht, I take the words to co | 
God's 


' and they fhall be one fleſh. 
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God's Intention to make them One again in a 
Bond - of Marriage. He offered her to him like a 
Father amongſt us; he as it were contratted them, 
and gave her unto him in Wedlock. And on the 
other ſide, the Man approved and conſented to this 
AQ@of God, and received her to be his Wife at his 
hands; this is ſpecified in the 23d and 24th Verſes of 
the Chapter. 

3- And then laſtly, in this Tranſation may be 
conſidered that Bond and Union which reſulted 
from hence-; even ſuch an One as ſeem- 
ed tocancel, or at leaſt, * to take place * Vid. Theoph. ad Auts- 
of all other Obligations. Therefore (ſays Mum» | 2: p. 104. 
Adam) ſhall a man leave his Father, and Gen. 1.14, 
his Mother, and ſhall cleave unto his Wife ; 


Now from all this, * not to mention , * Vid. Pro. rg. 14. & ibi 
that peculiar hand of Providence, which end. Oe Oyulas, =_ 
is obſerved to be in all Marriages; I -fom. Waganſcil. $vra, p. 
ſhall infer theſe Three following Obſer- 55 


vations. 


1. That Marriage is to be lookt upon as a 
Religious Bond and Contra. It depended at firſt 
upon a Solema Inſtitution of God, as to all the 
Eſſentials of ir. And ſurely, among(t all Men, 
either of Reaſon or Religion, for this Cauſe it 
ought to be highly eſteemed and honoured. The 
Laws of God, you know , ſhould regulate every 
AQ of ours that is governable by Reaſon-3 they 
ſhould controul-and dicet our Natural Appetites, 
and keep them within thoſe Bounds and Limits 
which he has ſet them. And therefore , becauſe 
| C whatever 
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whatever has any CharaQter of Religion ſtampt 
upon it, does as ſuch proceed from God , and he 
is the Authcy of it , and in our uſe thereof we 
ſhould dire& it to thoſe ends which he has ap- 
pointed 3 we are to look upon Marriage as a 
Sacred Obligation, and to obſerve the loſtituti- 
on and Deſign of God , whenever we enter up- 
ON It, 

2. Whatever God has made lawful or unlaw- 
ful in- his written Word , with reſpe& to Marri- 
age, we muſt own and acquieſce in, as ſuch; for 
his poſitive Law , and the AQtual Revelation of 
his Will, is the Fundamental DireQtor in this 
caſe, I mean not that God ſhould determine eve- 
ry thing that belongs to Marriage-Solemaity ; 
but that whatever he has determined - at ſeveral 
times, and upon ſeveral occalions, to be of per- 
petual practice, ought and muſt be Religiouſly 
obſerved by them, who have and acknowledge his 
Revelation. 

3. All that are Married, muſt look upon them- 
ſelves as obliged to each other under a Sacred Bond 
and Tye of Religion. They are to be faithful for 
fear of a Curſe from God, or of being Berrayers 
and Perverters of his Holy Inſtitution, They are 
to drive on no ſeparate Intereſts ; they muſt conſci- 
entiouſly diſcharge thoſe Duties which the ends of 
Marriage, their Union, and God himſelf, requires 
of them. No man ſhould a& contrary to him- 
felf ; and conſequently, »o Married Perſons ſhould 
prejudice each other, for they are made One by 


Promiſe, by Bargain, and by Vow. . | 
| : N. The 
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IT. The next thing I am to conſider, is the 
Neceſlity of Marriage for the Propagation of the 
World, and the good of Mankind. Indeed, if God 
had left Man as undetermined, as he has done 
other Creatures, which multiply their ſeveral kinds, 
then there would have been no ſuch thing as Mar- 
riage ; but having not only framed Man, and 
made him fit to propagate his Species by mulrti- 
plying Individuals; but likewiſe determined him 
as to the Manner and Lawſulneſs of 'it by a 
Solemn Matrimonial Contra, which he has done 
in no other Species beſides that I know of; it 
muſt needs be a Sin in any to break the Rules of 
this Determination; becauſe it is an open Vio- 
lation of a perpetual Law, for which an Account 
muſt be given in the Day of Judgement, And 
hence 'is it, that if Men muſt contiune to the 
World's end, *tis neceſſary that People marry ; 
otherwiſe they muſt Sin againſt God, and their 
 Off-ſpring will be unlawful. ThisI would not have 
ſo underſtood, as that there is a neceſſity upon 
every one in particular to Varry ; but that Man- 
Kind ought not, and therefore cannot lawfully 
be perpetuated in the World, ſave on- 
ly by Wedlock, I know the * Fewiſb 

a 


* Tal. Babyl. Tit. Jeb. 


noniſts and Civilians affirm , That wah nn yy _ on 


all Men are obliged to Marry; and they «:. & fic paſſin 


ground their Opinion on theſe words lis. 


of Scripture; T Be fruitful and multi» Gen. 1, 28, 


ply and repleniſh the Earth, and ſubdue it. 
This is the firſt Commandment acccordiug to their 


Account ; and is by them from the words of the 
C 2 Text 
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Text , called v3 m8, i. e. Lex ad procreatio- 
nem @* multiplicationem liberorum obligans. But I 
think they miſtake the Senſe of the Text, which 
in my Opinion is not /o to be interpreted, as if 
it laid an InjunAion upon every one to Marry ; 

for they themſelves exempt from it, 


*Vid. Javchi in- Gen. 1. %* ſome the whole Female Sex ÞF, others 
"5: Maim. Hal. MU.cap, ſome Men either intirely , or till later 
15. Se&. 1,2. Vid. Buxt. de years than the Obligation of this Law ac- 
— SE hw cording to their Decifions generally com- 
N. & Gent. ES " menceth. And * apain, the ſame words 


* Gen. 1, 22, are ſpoken of other Creatures which 


Gen, 1, 27, 
28, 


are capable of no ſuch poſitive Law. 
And therefore I judge they-denote, by a figurative 
Manner of Speech, the inward Diſpoſition, Frame, 
and Nature of Mankind for kbbi themſelves 
and: peopling the World. God hath /o made and 
ordained Man , that he is naturally apt and prone 
to. propagate: his own kind. God ( ſays Moſes ) 
created Man in his own image, in the image of Goa 
created he him; male and' female created he them. 
And God bleſſed them, and God ſaid unto them, be fruit« 
ful and multiply and repleniſh the earth, and ſubdue it. 
Where the Hebrew word, 772!, which we. 
tranſlate, and he bleſſed them, ſeems to intimate. 
Gods furniſhing Man in his very Nature witlr 
powers and willingneſs to anſwer the end of his 
Creation, particularly that of perpetuating his Po- 
ſterity to the end of the World. This is an Ob=- 


*Ex V. ſiSy- ſervation (* tho borrowed from another) of a 


nopſeos Au- 
thori fides. 
+ Mr. Le 


+ Learned and: Late Critick- upon. the 22 Verſe- 
of this Chapter: Whom with * another , that is 
aſhamed very often of ' his Name , and therefore: 

. £05; 
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*- ooes under many other: I may juſty call Auda- | Vid. def. des 
cious and Upgodly Dealers with the Word of $ojms;',, 
God. For they appear to me to labour on purpole 3: 
by their Criticiſms , of which to unbridled” Wits, 
there will never be an end, to undermine the 
Scriptures (as others do by their Whimſical No- 
tions of Modiſh Philofophy ) and to render them 
altogether uſeleſs for the ends of Piety and 
Religion , which God deligned them for. 
May he in his due time by ways beft known to 
himſelf, and agreeable to his Wiſdom, blaſt ſuch 
attempts upon his Sacred Oracles, which theſe 
men look on as a good old Book they may Cri- 
ticize upon , and not as it is the R#le of our 
Faith and Manners. In ſhort then, the fore- 
mentioned Text containing a Benediction founded 
in the Nature and Facultics of Men, the uſe 
and exerciſe of them . ought to be, and are, (as 
I have ſhewed before) regulated by the Law of 
God, as all our Powers governable by Reaſon 
muſt be. 

And therefore, as God has ordained Marriage: 
as the only means for the Continuation of Men - 
in the World, none can violate this method 
without {inning moſt heinouſly againſt him. For. 
whoever is ſuch a-Tranſgreſſor, turns the Siz of” 
his Soul into the Fruit of his Body ; makes him- 
ſelf polluted and brutiſh ; propagates the Seed of. 
Biſeneſs ,. Reproach,, and Corruption ; lets his Luſts . 
and Vile AﬀeQions hurry him on to break the 
Laws of God, and he kindles and fans that burn- 
ing Flame which” will deſtroy him in the loweſt * 
Hell: God has. reſtrained all -licentioufneſs by a”: 

Marriage 
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Gadlla Gen Way convenient Or comfortable , or agreeable to him 
A. 16. or 
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Maraiage Inſtitution ; and why then ſhould men 
tranſgrels this Law which is fo Sacred and Per- 
petual ; hardly any Sins are more provoking 
than Adultery, Fornicatton , and Uncleannels : 
God will avenge ſuch ſeverely, he will puniſh 
them dreadfully, if we may believe his written 
Word ; and therefore thaſe that are guilty of 
them, cannot eſcape Everlaſting Fire. Now, from 
all this, you ſee what an Honour is refleQted 
on Marriage from God; it makes the Bed unde- 
filed ; legitimates the World ; makes Parents honeſt, 
credits their Off-ſpring, and derives a Bleſſing from 
Heaven, In fine, it gives Being, Honour , Privi- 
ledges, Rights, and Bleſſings to Children, amongſt all 
Civilized Nations. 


IIT. Having thus far laid before you the Ori- 
ginal and wer wr of a Married Life, both of 
which proceed from the Natural and Poſitive 
Law of God, I ſhall now in the next place 
confider the Bleſſings and Conſolations of it : 
For it is a State which has its preſent Com- 
forts; and in the. firſt Deſignation thereof, was 
ordained for the attainment of them ; and for 
this reaſon neither Sex can complain that God 
=_ impoſed a burthen too heavy for them to bear, 
or, 


1. Firſt, Moſes ſays, That after Man was crea- 


Gen. 2. 18, ted, The Lord God ſaid it is not good that man 
Vid. Buxr. de ſbould be alowe; I will make him an help meet for 


- 132) 


M.Ben. Iſrael. 


him. It is not good; that is to fay, it is no 
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or his condition in the world, and therefore he 
created * 11133 My a Help mere for bim, as we in- 
rerpret it : But the words are variouſly rranl(]ited 
by others, viz. Anxilium ſmile ſibi, 19 the vulgar La- 
tin, followed by the Syriact Verſion, a Help like unto 
himſelf, i. e. one of the ſame Nature and Conſtitu- 
tion with him ; one of equal 7enderneſs and Regard 
for him as he has for himſelf, or one created on pur- 
poſe to perform all thoſe kind offices of aſliſtance 
which his condition in the world requires from her; 
in the Septuagint, aun BorFiv x47 ever, an Aﬀiſtant 


according to himſelf ; that is, according to his * Na- * Vid. Lud. 
ture and wants and wiſhes. In the Chald:ich Verſion 9 Dieu in 


of Onkelos, v72pP3 Jab inthe Samaritan, n22pI 1a 
a Help, a Support, a Prop, 4s before him; and in 
the Arabick, RI of the ſame meaning ; ſo 
that inthe ſenſe of theſe three Tranſlations, wherein 
the Grammatical ſignification of the word 19135 is 
expreſſed, and therefore put in the Margin of our 
Engliſh Bibles, the whole Sentence implies, that God 


created * one that would be a preſent and perpetual * Vid. Fig. & 


aid to man ; one that ſhould be a/ways at hand, in 
his power, and helpful, The) Feruſalem T argum is 
ſomewhat obſcure and . paraphraſtical, I will make 
him va p22 TD Mt 2 « Toke-fellow that may 20 


out with him. T ſhall paſs by thoſe extravagant * vid. gixe. 


" 


© Ezer Cenzg- 
do. 


loc. 


Rad. 


Interpretations ſome Jews make on purpoſe to coun- 1c. pred. 


tenance their Opinions concerning Divorce, and ſhall 


content my felf with * that Gloſs of a Rabbi asT find « yy, x14 
him cited, becauſe the Jews generally agree in it, I will conc. p. 1003. 
make an belp manu many Ton 1ma2 om which Num. 1387. 


ſhall be always with him, or at hand, to miniſter un- 
i6, and. to obſerve him.: But what needs Crick. 
cilm : 


a8 


Gen, 3. 12. 


* Vid. Intec, 
Syr. Chald. 


} Nold. conc. 
P.-TIO0J59. Num, 
£230. 
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ciim ? the beſt way to interpret words 15 to C0N- 
fider things, and to dire& the meaning of thoſe 
to the nature and uſe of zhe/e; and therefore by 


.the word 11222 we may underſtand, that the Wo- 
.man was created,'to perform all the Duties incum- 
. bent upon her towerds the Man, not cxcluding his 


towards her; and conſequently ſhe was not or- 
dained or given to him for the Gratification of 
his Z-ſf , but for the Comfort of his _ And 
from hence you ſee for what God made ſuch a 
Fellow. creature ; It was not good for Man to be 
ſingle and ſolitary , he wanted one to afliſt and 
cheriſh him; to be his individual Companion ; a 
Conſtant, a molt Intimate Familiar., and a Boſom- 
Friend. | 

We of all God's Creatures are born for So- 
ciety ; of which Husband and Wife are the firft 
two, a whole Family the next part, a City the 
third , and fo on till you come to the laſt Com- 
plement or Combination of it : And as all Socie- 
ty is appointed for the good of every Individual 
of it, ſo is that of Man and Wife by the ex- 
preſs Command and Counſel of God who made 
them. Adey in a Reply -to God, calls her, The 
woman whom tho gaveſt to be with me. The Hebrew 
Words, Yoy INTL NR WRA, The women which 
thou gaveſt with me *, 1. e. to ſtand by me (as 
ſome ſeem to ſuppoſe ) are -thus rendred by the 
Samaritan Verſion +, 7 MMNR1 AIMNR, The woman 
which thou broughteſt to me , viz. which thou didft 
betroth unto me , give to be my Spouſe or Wife, 
and join to me in the ſtriteſt . Bond of Union. 


So that from -the ſenſe of. theſe two —_ wu 
| fu iy 
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fully learn what end God aimed at in the Crea- 


tion of the Woman, and the Donation of her to. 


the Man; namely, That they ſhould mutually aflift 
each other, and be one and the ſame Perſon almoſt 
in every Condition of Life. They were to com 
amunicaze in each others Joys, atteviate their 
Greefs, aſſiſt by their Prudence their Labour and 
induſtry, and earneſtly promote the welfare of one 
another, For thus, and thus gnly could the necel- 
fitics of their Nature be ſupplied, and rheir lofir- 
mities ſapported, which otherwiſe each of them 
muſt ' inevitably have laboured under if remaining 
Single, And if we will belieye Inſpired Writers, 
the Woman is not ry" the Comfort, but the Or- 
nament of a Man's Lite. 


bies ; the heart of her husband doth fully wy in 
her ; ſpe will do him good , end nat evil, all the 
s of her Life. To which I will add theſe woyds 


Syracides, He that getteth a Wife, beginneth a Eccluſ 36.44. 
Poſſeſſion ; 8 help like unto bimſelf, and « Pilar of 


reft. | 
2. That I may further ſhew how joyous and 
comfortable (uch a Life as this is ; it may be ſuf 
cient to obſerve, That Love which ſweerens ever 
ing we deſire, ar take in hand jn this World, 


ought in —_— to haye a ruling ſhare, or at 
lealt a very /arge Proportion, For it 1s ngt only that, 


- 


thing which -4y, but which -»»/# be the Bond of 
imonial Llawon. 'Tis this which muſt move 
the Heart and AfﬀeQions of each Party, derer mios * Vid. decret4 


"5 


A vertyous woman is 4 Prov. 12. 
crown to her hwsband, Fer price Is /s #bove rus Prov. 31, 16, 


In, 'S 


" the Choice, gala Cogſent, (* which is the moſt EL Can 27. Q.:. 


ſcatial Part o 


m & Suff- 


the Eſpoulals ) and which will caſt a Mztrimoni- 
D ciat, 


20 


Gol 3, 19. 


The Honour of Marriage: 


erpetual Joy and Delight upon the Hippy Parr: 

very one that conſiders the State of Humane 
Nature, muſt know what an abſo/ute Command 
this Paſſion has in the Brave/ſt and Wiſe Hearts, 
Tis this that makes Men ruin themſelves, or pro- 
mote their own welfare; for we ofren /ove what 
we ſhould hate , and we hue what we ſhould 
love ;,.and from hence is it that we are made Mi- 
ſerable. In truth, it requires greer Art; much 
Watchfulneſs , ſtrength of Judgment , a controuling 
Say over our ſtlves, a P__ Fear of God; 
and Senſe of Religion, to regulate this Paſſion, and 
ro keep it upon right Objects, and within bounds 
of Moderation: But..I may .fay, That in the Mir- 
ried State it can hardly have exceedings : the 
dearer the Aﬀeition, the better it is; and the more 
intire , the more pure, the more /:fting that love 
is, *tis the more commendable, ard makes Life 
more comfortable. Husbands (lays St. Paul) love 
your wives, for this cements them together into 
One; it miogles their AﬀeCQtions, gives them one 
Heart and one Sow! ; and whatever makes a Se» 
paration, is either the bitterneſs of Death, or the 
more tormenting Fl2mes of Contention. He knows 
not what Love is, nor the Joys that follow it, 
;, e. he has nothing at all of Humanity in him, 
who perceives not in His mind the many Conſolati- . 
ons. which muſt ariſe from ſuch united Hearts, 
from ſuch a redoubled force of Kindneſs and Afite 
(100. 

3« Further, Thirdly , That which may 'recom- 
mend a Married Life to all 'but Prophane-and Laſ:- 
civious, Wretches is this, that it cogages' Men to 


Induſtry 
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Thduſtry and Labour, to Honeſty and Providente, 
and to be Religions and U/efal in the World, For 
what are all Men, and the Riches of the World, 
but ſo many Monuments of Marriage-Bleſſings £ 
What is it elſe thac maintains the Porz, and car» 
ries on the b»ſ4/s of Humane Society ? The Being 
and Well-being of Families and Kingdoms ; nay , 
the Cloiſter it lelf which contends for Pre-emineace, 
does wholly depend upon it; dares therefore any 
be ſo bold and impudent as to think fgh:/y, or 
talk /curriouſly of that which has produced ſo much 
good in the World | And of which he himſelf, 
unleſs he be Biſe and Jenominvions, is a Fruit and 
Produttion. 

4. And laſtly, When I have named Children, 
I have faid enough upon this Head of my D.f. 
courſe. For theſe are the greateſt Worldly Bleſ- 
fings that God can beſtow upon any ; they are 
the Repoſitories where Parents beſtow the, Fruits 
of their Induſtry and Labours ; they are the Dar« 
lings of their 4fetions, which ill © Behaviour and 
Undutifulnels can never wholly extinguiſh, Ex+ 

rience teaches us, and the young Part of Magn- 
ind may be glad of it, that nothing excites 
Treater Love or Care in Parents than Children; 
or which this reaſon may be given, that Nature, 
whole Inclinations and Propenltions are unconquer- 
able, has implanted in. them a deep Tenderneſs. 
and Love for their Off-ſpring: whereas God knows 
they have too too often very little cauſe to be 
kind and Joving. Oh! how do they rejoyce at the 
blooming Hopes and, Welfare of their Children! 
They think-no Pains too much, no Labor too-te- 
Th D 2 dious 
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dious for a happy Proviſion for them :. And why 
ſhould not Fathers do ſo? for their Ghildren are 
nothing leſs than themſelves multiplied ; theit 
Nantes and Beririgs il a manner tnade Immortal in 
the World, 6r coninied down from Generation to 
Genetartos, This we find teckoned a Bleſſtng from 
God on-the Pious Man, | 

Bleſſed & toery one that feateth the Lord : that 
walketh in hls ways. For tho ſbalt eat the labonr of 
thy hands : happy ſhatt thow be, und it ſhall be well 
with thee, Thy wife ſhall be as a fruitful vine by the 
fiaes of thime houſe : thy thildien like olive-plants round 
about thy table, They foal ſee thy: childrens children. 
Again, Children are an heritage of the Lori: and the 
frait of the womb is his reward. As arrows are in the 
Dand of mighty men i f0 are children of the youth. Hap» 
py it the man thit hath his quiver fall of 1hem.:- they 
hull not be afbamen, but thiy fſbail ſpeak with the ene» 
aner in the Sure. X 


IV, The laſt thing 1 propoſed, was to confidet 
Marriafte as an Antidote agam(t the moſt potorss 
ens and &ying Sihy;. and now what ate theſe ? 
Even the viteff that man wan be guilty of, and which 
God hes ſeverely rhyeatencd and cenficred in; his: 
Revealed Word. They are ſuch as neicher Sex can 
comme rill chey have caft off #{ Modeſty, all Man- 
uirs , and of Ftur of God, The very maming of 
them (and for brevity and haſte, I will but juſt name 
them) is enonggth to make all Men deve/# and dread 
them; they aft Adnitery, Pornicatipy , and As of 
Uneke - the horrid alld damaing Nate of 


which: mey be manifeſted, if we condider, 


1. That 
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1. That they are downright Violations of the 
Marri:ge Inſtitution, | 

2. They bring an infamy upon Humane Nature ; 
for they daſtardize the Race of Men, they encail a 
Diſgrace upon Polterity, which is coumed Ignomi- 
nious and Baſe both in the Laws of God and Men. 
And then, 

3- Laſtly, They are Sins againſt that Puriry and 
Chaſtity both'of Mind and Body, which our Lord 
requires in every one of his Diſciples. Flee for- 
#ication , ſays the Apoſtle, Every ſin that x man 
doth, is withont the body : bat be that committeth for 
jiration, finneth ayainſt his own body. Again, Know 
ye mt that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the . king« 
dom of God? B: not deceived : neither fornicators , 
wor idolaters s nor adulterers , nor effeminate, or abu- 
fers of themſelves with mankind, foul! inherit the 
kingdom of God. O ſad and tremendous judgwent ! Ith 


27! 


1 Cor. 6. 18, 


Ibid, v. 9, 1 


> 


©, 


*, 
Pn. | 


ſhort, Such Sins as theſe when indulged in, and not 


puniſhed as the Law requires, when the Aﬀtors of 
chem are diſcoverd , are of -I»fe#jov  enongh to- 


cad over and debauch Mankind, and of weighe 


fpr 
and _ O_— to fork and condemn a Nation, 


For my Text 
will juapye, 


- F have now finiſhed fo far as the thnowould ive" 
rhe leave, the Four Particelars I ar firſt- propoled, 
and ſhalt haſten to a Concluſion. You find from what: 


has been faid, from whence a Marriage had ics Ori- 
gihal, what are rhe Benefirs end Bleſfmygs of x,which 
are fo many and fo great, that to men who-conſider 


what the World is, what the - Stzre POT 


as, Whorenneers and nedwiterers God 


: 
-* 


"2%. 
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of- Humane Nature'is, it muſt both appear Nece/: 


ſary and Praiſeworthy, God and Nature has made 
it an H{1nourable State of Life ; and where it is, 


' there is Power, and a juft and high Reſpet is due 
- unto it. So that every Married Man as ſuch, Shou/d 


' Prov. 31. 23. 


be known in the gates, nhen he fitteth amongſt the el- 


- ders of the Land, To be a Father or a Mother, a 
* Husband or a Wiſe, a Maſter or a Miſtrifs, are all 
: of them Titles of Authority and Honour ; and 


* Ber. Rabbah. 
par. 34. 31. 2, 
Ed. ven. 


\ 


ſome of them are c@gnmunicated to the greateſt 
Monarchs, as Names # Endearment and Venerati- 
6n; for they are Fathers to the Kingdoms they go- 
vern; and when they are ſuch as that Name im- 
ports, they then have Power , and they do deſerve 
it. What now need I add more to recommend 
this State of Life to the good Opinion of all Men, 
ſeeing that by the Laws of God ſo.much Honqur 
is due to it? Yet, however, what TI have ſaid, muſt 
not be ſo underſtood, as that I would feem to lay 
a Neceſſity, or an —_ in conſcience up- 
on all Men to Marry. No! I do not intend that, 
for I dare not cenſure Celibacy fo ſeverely, * as 
the Jews do; and it is ſufficiently known what the 
Opinions and PraQices of the Primitive Chriſtians 
were with relation to the Unmarried and Married 
Life. A great deal, I think, is to be allowed to 
the Prudence or Tempers of Men in this caſe, and 
to their Circumſtances in the World ; - and there» 
fore , tho I dare not condema any for remaining. 
Single, yet I think no reaſon can be fo excu/able, 
or at leaſt /audebe for it, as when Men continue in 
it upon the account of Religion, viz. when they tnay 
{erve-God the bener in #447, rhan the Married Sta- 
23 £108. 


-T be Honour of Marriage. 


tion. Cerrainly to, abſtain from Marriage , from 
A _ of Looſeneſs, a ſordid and baſe Temper 
of Mind, from Sowrenels , ill Nature, and the like, 
is a thing very ſinful. 


To conclude all, I ſhall from a Conſideration of 
what has been ſaid npon the Saeredne/s, Neceſſity , 
Conſolations, Ends, and Uſefulneſs of a Married 
Life, ſhut up this Diſcourſe with ſome Expreſſions 
of the wiſe Son of Syrach, whoſe Rules of Life, 
Judgment of Things, and Elegance of Speech, ani- 
mated with a ſtrain of Piety, ſhew him to be a 


Man of an — Spirit, 4 friend and a Ecdl. 4o. 23; 
(i 


companion never peet am! 


with ber husband. Bleſſed is the man that hath « wer. * 
tuous wife , for the number of his days ſhall be double. 
A wvertuous women rejoyceth her hasband, and he ſhall 
fulfil the years of his life in peace. A good wife us 8 
good portion ; which ſball be given in the portion of 
them that fear the Lord. , 


EK 1 N. I'S 


». 


'N{ Omendes es B: L. 0b - defetFuns-T yporum 

AEthiopicorum, Arabisorum, & Samaritanorum, 
voces iflarum linguarum quibus uſi ſumus Charattere - 
Hebraico edi cur avimus, vale & boxi canſule. 


3 but above both, is a wife and 26, 1,2, 


